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I speak in the name of God, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

As we look to start thinking about our journey through Lent, it feels as if we are on the 

precipice. The world feels heavy with the pandemic, civil unrest, financial unrest. AND for 

some reason the church too is making headlines for all the wrong reasons, racism, 

homophobia, its contribution in carbon footprint, financial difficulties and its clergy burning 

out. And today, for the first time this week I see and recognise the Holy Spirit working that 

this Sunday amongst the uncertainties and challenges mentioned before that it is the day of 

Saint Valentine – the patron Saint of love. Racial Justice Sunday – where we are challenged to 

choose love over hate. And today’s Gospel gives us an account of the transfiguration, 

reminding us of transformation – new life of the hope rooted in the presence and supremacy 

in Christ, even if sometimes we are left baffled like Peter, not knowing quite how to respond 

especially with the feeling of alone on that precipice. Today reminds us this hope.  

Why?  

Because from here on, ordinary ends. For Jesus is suddenly “transfigured.” And if that is not 

out-of-the ordinary enough, two of our faith’s most honoured humans suddenly appear by 

Jesus’ side. Moses, the great lawgiver, and Elijah, the prophet on this mountain top. The 

meeting at the mountain top. Dr Martin Luther King Jnr, in his last speech that he would ever 

give put it beautifully in the final paragraph, he says, “I've been to the mountaintop… I just 

want to do God's will. And God has allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I've looked over 

and I've seen the Promised Land1.” That Promised Land in the entirety of King’s speech is 

grounded in seeking justice, truth and freedom which King believed can be found in the fact 

that we are all loved by Christ and so our actions, our voice should reflect this. My question 

for us today, ‘are our voices overcoming the silence to reflect the transfigured/ 

transformational Christ?’ For there is power in the voice. 

‘Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud, there came a voice: ‘This is my Son, 

the Beloved; Listen to him!’ This power in this voice! This voice that reveals the knowledge 

of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

 
1 Dr Martin Luther King "I've Been to the Mountaintop," Address Delivered at Bishop Charles Mason Temple” 
April 3, 1968. Memphis, Tenn. 
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This voice now authorises authority.  

This voice which has power now gives power.  

This voice which through words acknowledges the identity of another, ‘This is my Son, the 

Beloved; Listen to him!’ 

So, I bring to you, the power of the voice in the transfiguration. The power in the voice that 

transforms. The power in the voice that now after his resurrection instructs us to tell others. 

The power in this voice has now been gifted to us through Christ. This power in our voice 

means we can still tell the dream2. So now with this power of the voice what do we dare to 

dream?  

The dream that one day the encounter with Christ would remind us that we are ALL sacred 

beings of God. That with and in the presence of Christ at the table of the Eucharist ALL sacred 

beings including those which society condemns for class, sexuality, doctrine, and colour, will 

and have been lifted high in Christ and with Christ in the unity of the Holy Spirit at the table 

of the Lord. Can you see it? That in that transfiguration of Christ is the glimmer of hope for all 

the sacred beings that have and has ever had breath. The dream continues that in a pandemic 

that has revealed the inequalities and realities of the marginalised, that the civil unrests across 

various nations of the world, where low lying islands have seen an increase in floods and high 

coastal sea levels that in God’s very humanity injustice is a blatant denial of the unity which 

we have as sacred beings created by God.3  Justice that is equal and equitable for ALL. The 

dream that one day the same law that was with Moses, now once again repeated through 

Christ it has always been to love one another as God has loved us…By this everyone will 

know4. This is the dream that one day we would embody the faith of the prophets that spoke 

up against injustices in their society as they prepared the way of the Lord. So, we participate 

with the power of the voice to lift those who have been suppressed, oppressed, ignored or 

even unheard.  This is the dream.  

This dream takes commitment – this healthy positive love and life – needs commitment to a 

way of thinking and behaving that honours our interconnectedness as a humanity that is 

 
2 Dr Martin Luther King, ‘I have a Dream’ Address 
3 Bell Hooks, ‘All about Love’ 
4 John 3:16 
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rooted in Christ. And so we stand on the precipice. With Pete, we may want to stay in the 

place of safety because of the fear of the unknown but Christ called Peter from normality to 

this radical witness of the transfiguration. To do something that is radical until after the 

resurrection. We, us, this generation of faith live in the resurrection story and so at the 

precipice we journey towards the radical love. This radical change in the inner attitudes of the 

heart that moves our outward action to channel the power of the voice. This is the new 

chapter – the new transformed life for us and for our society. This is the dream.  

The dream that is in the power of that voice that was with the past, was in the present 

transfiguration and now rests with us. What shall we do with the power of the voice? 


