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Ascension Day was this last Thursday, 21st May. On Ascension Day we recall how Jesus promised his 

disciples, after his resurrection, that they will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit and then, as it says in 

our reading today from the book of Acts, ‘as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 

him out of their sight’.  

That gift of the Holy Spirit, the gift that Jesus promised before he was taken up into heaven is what 

we celebrate on the great day of Pentecost, not this Sunday, but next.  

And here we are today, and on all the days between Ascension Day and the day of Pentecost, in this 

important in between time. Jesus has ascended into heaven, the gift of the Spirit has been promised, 

but in terms of the sequence of our festival days, it has yet to arrive. And we’ve entered a time of 

preparation, a time of longing. A time to open our hearts once again so that God’s spirit may work in 

us afresh this year - our individual hearts and our communal heart as a church community. Come 

Holy Spirit we fervently pray – may our hearts be open to extraordinary gift of the Spirit. Kindle in us, 

we pray, once again, the fire of God’s love. 

That these days between Ascension Day and Pentecost are ones of longing, is reinforced by a 

national and global campaign, promoted by our Archbishops, for Christian people around the world 

to join together in prayer under the heading ‘Thy Kingdom Come’. We pray and long for the coming 

of the Holy Spirit, and we’re asked to pray and long for the coming of God’s kingdom. And in our 

parish Manuela has done a wonderful job producing a booklet for us all to help us pray for the 

coming of the Kingdom, and to think about what we mean when we talk about the Kingdom of God. 

If that booklet hasn’t reached you and you’d like a copy, just send me an email, or ring me up – my 

contact details are on our parish website, www.sjoj.co.uk 

Come Holy Spirit and Thy Kingdom Come – these are our prayers for this in between time between 

Ascension Day and the day of Pentecost. And the two of course are also one – the Holy Spirit is at 

work in the world hastening, amongst many other surprising things that we have no idea about, the 

coming of God’s kingdom. 

I feel that the depth and intensity of our longing for the coming of God’s kingdom and for the coming 

of the Holy Spirit has really been sharpened this year by the way in which the effects of the Qovid-19 

virus have shone a searing light on the state of our nation and the world around us. Just take a few 

of many possible examples. Data from the Office of National Statistics shows that once you take the 

age of the population into account the rate of deaths involving Qovid 19 is roughly twice as high in 

the most deprived areas of England and Wales as in the least deprived. One reason for that is that 

people in more deprived areas are less likely to have jobs where they can work from home. They are 

more likely to live in overcrowded homes, increasing the risk that the virus might spread to whole 

families. The highest age standardised mortality rates in the London Boroughs have been in 

Newham, then Brent, then Hackney, then Tower Hamlets. This virus doesn’t attack all equally, it’s 

not the great leveller - it hits the poorest the hardest. A further really important piece of analysis 

that is becoming clearer and clearer - The BAME - Black, Asian & Minority Ethnic - members of the 

population are overrepresented by as much as 27% in the overall number of people who have died 

from Qovid-19. The numbers are even more stark and shocking for the number of BAME health and 



social care workers who have died. There is a lot of research and comment at the moment trying to 

understand these figures. 

And in terms of the spotlight this period in all our lives has shone on our society – no need to stop 

there. There have been all sorts of issues related to food poverty, housing, financial insecurity, 

domestic abuse, and countless important issues related to health itself, and the environment. 

I mentioned the booklet Manuela has kindly produced for us all – to mark the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ 

call to prayer. The very first passage she has chosen for us in the booklet is from Luke’s gospel 

chapter 4. Jesus goes to Nazareth, where he was brought up and in the Synagogue there, on the 

Sabbath, he reads from the Prophet Isaiah:  

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

    because he has anointed me 

        to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

    and recovery of sight to the blind, 

        to let the oppressed go free, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” 
 

It points to important aspects of what characterises the Kingdom of God – a world where the poor 

find good news, prisoners are set free, the blind see, the oppressed go free. 

I vividly remember twenty years ago joining the clergy chapter in Tower Hamlets – the groups that 

brings the clergy together from all over any given Borought. There was a priest who was part of that 

chapter who has since died called Ken Leech. He was incredibly committed to East London and did all 

sorts of interesting work and wrote lots of books. I remember him tell us that his inspiration right at 

the start of Christian life was reading a piece on the Kingdom of God, by another East London priest 

from St Paul’s, Bow Common – a more complicated and controversial one than Ken – called Gresham 

Kirkby. Reading Gresham Kirkby on the Kingdom of God had changed his life. What struck me 

meeting Ken and learning about Gresham was just how important it is to have a vision of the 

Kindgom of God, the world as it would be if God’s reign was acknowledged by all and God’s values 

shaped how society was organised. God builds God’s kingdom, we don’t, but we’re invited to join in, 

and we’re invited to pray for its coming. We don’t need to know all the detail of what it will be like, 

but I think it’s important that we make the most of all the clues we’ve been given – from the Bible, 

from Christian tradition, from others who inspire us, from our own experience.  

In these in between days between Ascension Day and Pentecost we pray for the coming of God’s 

Kingdom – Thy Kingdom Come – for peace and justice for all people. And we commit ourselves to 

working for a fairer more just world, and we strive to sustain and renew the life of our planet. And 

we pray that we may open our individual and communal hearts to the Holy Spirt, the Spirit we 

celebrate and give thanks for on the great day of Pentecost, next Sunday. Amen. 

 

 


