
 Sermon 14/06/2020   

“This is not a Black issue or a White issue – this is a Human Being issue”  

These are the words of a school friend of George Floyd – the black man whose brutal 

death in police custody in Minneapolis two weeks ago has made headlines and 

inspired mass protests across the world.  

I am a white British woman who grew up in an almost exclusively white, middle-class 

neighbourhood; I benefited from higher education in a city founded on wealth from the 

slave trade, and now I am a member of clergy in a church which admits to being 

institutionally racist. Believe me when I say I feel ill-qualified to address issues of 

systemic racism.  

But earlier this week I heard George Floyd’s friend on the radio say ‘this is not a Black 

issue or a White issue – this is a human being issue,’ and I knew he was right.  

Seeing the depth of passion George Floyd’s killing has evoked, listening to accounts 

of the discrimination people experience purely because of the colour of their skin, and 

hearing statistics revealing the extent of racial inequality in this country, has made me 

realise with a fresh urgency that Racism is an issue we must all take seriously, 

especially as Christians.  

It’s also made me think that perhaps there’s a conversation to be had here at SJOJ 

church too. 

Earlier this week I was talking to a white member of our congregation. Having heard 

black and minority ethnic people talking on the news about their experiences of racism, 

she decided to ask her own black friends and colleagues if they had ever experienced 

such things. She was shocked by the response. Her simple question elicited a 

catalogue of racist incidents: from being singled out and unjustly stopped by police, to 

physical assault, to verbal abuse, to discrimination in job applications to more subtle 

attitudes of being treated differently. She said it was like opening a floodgate and it 

had shaken her to the core.   

She made the point that these were people she had known for years – or at least 

thought she had known - who to all intents and purposes appeared to be living 

similar lives to her own. But she had never raised the subject of racism before and 

when she did – she began to realise in a way she’d never appreciated before how 

different their lived experience has been to her own.  

This conversation really made me think about our church family. One of the things 

I love about our church family is its diversity. Just like the twelve apostles named 

in Matthew’s gospel today, we are a diverse bunch in all sorts of ways, including 

ethnicity. Yet despite our diversity it seems to me there is a wonderful sense of 

mutual respect, of care for one another and Christian fellowship. But I realised that 

although I have prayed and worshipped with you, my black Christian brothers and 



sisters at SJOJ, although we have often laughed together, planned and organised 

events together, cleaned the church together,  – I don’t think I have ever asked 

you about your experiences of being black, whether you have ever been a victim 

of racism. And because I haven’t done that, I’m thinking that perhaps I have 

missed the opportunity to really get to know you and to understand what life may 

be like for you. And I apologise for that. 

Why does this matter? I think it matters because as Christians we are not merely 

friends and acquaintances: we are a body - the body of Christ. And within the body 

of Christ there is a deep mutuality. If one part of a body is in pain, it affects the whole 

body. If part of our church family is being treated unjustly and experiencing 

discrimination, there is a sense in which this should be a reality for us all.  

Those of you who have experienced racism can be a gift to those of us who haven’t 

because you can help us see what we may have been blind to: where discrimination 

exists, how racist attitudes impact black lives - to become aware of our own 

prejudices and biases. You can help us understand what needs to change and how 

we can play a part in that.  

Knowing one another matters then because we are one body – we are in this 

together. And it matters because it’s as the body of Christ TOGETHER that we make 

God known to others.  

As today’s gospel reading suggests and as other passages make clear, when Jesus 

sent out his disciples to proclaim God’s kingdom in the surrounding villages, he didn’t 

send them out alone – he sent them out in pairs. Two by two. Side by side. Mission  

was a joint task in Jesus’ day and is still a joint task for us today. 

When we have understood the pain racism has caused in one another’s lives we are 

better placed to start addressing the challenge of racism together. Once we have 

started to address it together then we can  stand side by side and together say to 

others “This is what God’s kingdom looks like – human beings, black and white 

worshipping together, one body, sharing our joys, shouldering one another’s pain, 

and working together to challenge inequalities, tackle injustice so that all can live in 

peace.” 

Conclusion 

A few days ago a young white man by was asked by a reporter why he had decided 

to take part in the Black Lives Matter protests. He said: “ My eyes have been opened 

in the last week to stuff I didn’t realise was going on and didn’t want to face. But until 

the statistics are equal...well I guess things need to change.” The death of George 

Floyd has opened many eyes to the reality of racism, to the need for change. It’s a 

huge task but maybe it starts with a conversation – a simple but honest conversation 

to really get to know one another........  


