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Palm Sunday – 5th April 2020 
 
 

Time to Gather  
 
Jesus the Messiah, 
welcome to our meeting! 
We have come to hear from you, 
we have come to learn from you, 
we have come to offer you our praise. 
Welcome, Jesus, welcome! 
Amen. 
  

Time to say sorry 
 
Leader: Let us think about the times we forgot we are followers of Jesus. The 
times we were unkind or hurtful, the times we did not care for the world or 
other people. When we say sorry to God, God promises to forgive us. 
 
Leader: We are sorry for the times when we lacked love. Lord have mercy. 
 

Everyone: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: We are sorry for the times when our words and actions were hurtful. 
Christ have mercy. 
 

Everyone: Christ, have mercy. 
 

Leader: We are sorry when we failed to care for your world. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Everyone: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: May the God of love bring us back to himself, forgive us our sins and 
assure is of his eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Everyone: Amen. 

 
Time to read our Bible story 
 
After Matthew 21.1-11: Jesus comes into Jerusalem for the Passover festival. 

 
Hosanna! Hosanna!’ The crowds shouted and sang as Jesus 
rode into Jerusalem on a donkey. Now who’d get excited 
about a man riding on a donkey? People who had read the 
Old Testament, that’s who. Some laid their cloaks down in 
the road, and some cut branches from the nearby trees to 
mark the way, as they would do for a king. 
A king? A king on a donkey? What made them think of that? 
Well, the Old Testament prophet, Zechariah. Years before, 
he’d said: ‘Shout for joy, Jerusalem! Your king comes to 
you, riding humbly on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a 

donkey.’ Jesus knew the Old Testament very well, of course. That’s why he’d sent his 
disciples ahead of him to get the donkey in the first place. ‘Go into Bethphage,’ he’d 
said. ‘You’ll find a donkey and her foal tied up there. Bring them to me.’ Just as his 
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followers were about to go, he’d said, ‘If anyone tries to stop you, just say, “The Lord 
needs them,” and they’ll let you go.’ 
So the disciples had gone and got the donkey, a humble animal, just as Zechariah had 
described it, and thrown cloaks on its back for Jesus to sit on. And that’s what he was 
riding into the city. 
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’ cried the crowds, both behind and ahead of Jesus. 
‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” the 
people shouted. Some people were wondering: ‘Who is this man?’ And the crowds 
answered: ‘This is the prophet, Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee.’ 
  
Glossary 
Hosanna! a Hebrew word usually used to mean ‘Praise’, but it actually means ‘Save us, 
please!’; prophet someone who receives messages from God to pass on to the people. 
 

Time to think and talk about the story 
 
Please feel free to choose as much or as little as it suits you from the suggestions below 
to think together about the story of Palm Sunday. 
 
Wonder together: I wonder what was your favourite part of that 
passage/story? I wonder which part surprised or puzzled you? I wonder what it 
tells us about God? I wonder how it helps us to live as Christians? 
 
Draw or sculpt: Use paper and pens, modelling dough, Lego or pipe cleaners to 
respond to the passage or story. Share with each other something about your 
drawing or model. 
 
Bring something to the circle: Look around where you have gathered and find 
something to bring to the circle that helps you think more about what you 
have heard. Share why you chose that object. 
 

Time to pray 
 
Mind map prayers 
Place a large sheet of paper in the middle of the room. Create a mind-map as a group, 
using the following questions.: 

- What do you want to thank God for? 
- What would each of you like prayer for? 
- What people you know do you want to pray for? 
- What do you want to pray for our city, our country and our world? 

 
Pray together as works best for you as a family. If you like you could keep the mind 
map to use it for praying together throughout the coming week. 
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Time to sing 
 
If you would like to sing along with a video of this song, please use this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTHvAsvRknw ) 
 
Give me joy in my heart  
 
Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, give me joy in my heart, pray, 
Give me joy in my heart, keep me praising, keep me praising; till the end of day.  
 
Refrain: 
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the King of kings! 
Sing hosanna, sing hosanna, sing hosanna to the King. 
 
Give me peace in my heart, keep me resting, give me peace in my heart, I pray. 
Give me peace in my heart, keep me resting, keep me resting; till the end of day.  
Refrain 
 
Give me love in my heart, keep me serving, give me love in my heart, I pray. 
Give me love in my heart, keep me serving, keep me serving; till the end of day.  
Refrain 
 
Give me light in my heart, keep me shining, give me light in my heart, I pray. 
Give me light in my heart, keep me shining; till the end of day. 
Refrain 
 

A prayer to end with 
 
Jesus our King, 
give us ears to hear your voice, 
and minds and bodies 
ready to do what you ask. 
Help us to go out 
and sing Hosannas to you. 
Amen. 
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