
Jn 12,20-36 

By God’s Grace may I speak in his name who is Father Son and Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

As I was reading and reflecting on the gospel reading for today there 
was one thing that Jesus says here that stuck with me. 

27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me 
from this hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this 
hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” 

It is for this reason that I have come to this hour. The hour in which 
the Son of God should be glorified and through him the name of the 
Father. But the way through this hour to the glory is an incredibly 
painful and costly one. When Jesus entered into Jerusalem, he was 
greeted like a new king. Such a great celebration it was. Following on 
from there it would have been easier to imagine him coming to glory 
on a throne and in leading the people of Israel in a great and victori-
ous battle against the Romans. Instead what follows is truly hard to 
swallow. The betrayals, the beatings, the ridicule and finally the most 
shameful and most torturous execution the Roman Empire had to of-
fer: The crucifixion. None of this sounds in the least bit glorious, more 
like a resounding defeat. So, how are we to make sense of this? How 
can Jesus say he came to this hour to be glorified? Did he get it all 
wrong? 

For a moment there, when his body lies in the grave, that is the only 
possible conclusion. But already in this conversation with his disciples 
he hints clearly at the contradictory way he will come to glory. He 
speaks of a grain that needs to fall into the earth, where it dies. But 
out of the dead grain grows a wheat plant and that plant carries a 
great number of new grains of wheat. Jesus’ suffering and death leads 
to new life, because God raises him from the dead. Out of the dead Je-
sus grows new life, the promise of God that he will in the end make all 
things new and good. And that we too, like Jesus will rise to new and 
eternal life. The kind of life where death has no longer any power over 
us. This is the unusual way Jesus is being glorified. 



And he calls us to be his servants, his followers, who follow that pat-
tern of being willing to lose our lives in order for new life to spring up. 
Sometimes, like in the case of our martyrs this means literally dying 
for our faith. But most of the time it just means to die to our selfish 
ways. The current situation with Covid-19 gives us plenty of oppor-
tunity to do so. We give up our freedom to move out and about as 
usual, in order to protect each other. As we go shopping, we might 
deny ourselves to stockpile things, so that others are able to buy what 
they need as well. As we live inescapably close with the people in our 
households, we are challenged to serve each other, to bear with each 
other. Some of us literally put their lives at risk as they work in hospi-
tals and shops. All this is tough, we are bound to sometimes get angry 
and frustrated. But I also am hopeful, that out of this our lives will 
bring some surprising and beautiful new fruits. Like patience, generos-
ity, kindness and a new sense of solidarity. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


