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St J of J 'At Home' 
 

The Building is closed, the Church is open 
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4th Sunday of Easter – 3rd May 2020 
 
 

Time to Gather  
 
Awesome God, 
you gathered the disciples of Jesus, 
and you gather us, here and now. 
Just like the disciples, we pray: 
fill us with your Holy Spirit 
until we are overflowing. 
Amen. 
  

Time to say sorry 
 
Leader: Let us think about the times we forgot we are followers of Jesus. The 
times we were unkind or hurtful, the times we did not care for the world or 
other people. When we say sorry to God, God promises to forgive us. 
 
Leader: We are sorry for the times when we lacked love. Lord have mercy. 
 

Everyone: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: We are sorry for the times when our words and actions were hurtful. 
Christ have mercy. 
 

Everyone: Christ, have mercy. 
 

Leader: We are sorry when we failed to care for your world. Lord, have mercy. 
 

Everyone: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Leader: May the God of love bring us back to himself, forgive us our sins and 
assure is of his eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Everyone: Amen. 

 
Time to read our Bible story 
 
Open the Bible at John 10.1-10: Jesus tells us he is like a shepherd: he loves and 
protects us, so we can live a full and happy life. 
 
Pen them in 
 
Use objects to make your space look like a sheep pen, surrounded on every side, except 
for one open space for the entrance. You could invite someone/everyone to help set the 
area up. 
Ask everyone to walk through the entrance and find a space to sit down. Once everybody 
is inside the ‘pen’, ask someone to lie down across the entrance to block it. Explain that 
this was how shepherds looked after their sheep: they became the ‘gate’, looking after 
their sheep. 
 
Read the passage while inside the ‘pen’ together. 
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Jesus said, ‘I am just like a good shepherd who takes care 
of his flock of sheep. He knows the names of all his sheep. 
When he calls them, they follow him into the safety of the 
sheepfold. And when he calls them out, they follow him 
wherever he goes, because they know and trust him. But if 
a stranger gets into the sheepfold and calls to the sheep, 

they refuse to follow, because they do not know the stranger’s voice. The gatekeeper 
only opens the gate for the good shepherd. Thieves and robbers try to break into the 
fold to steal the sheep, but the shepherd protects them from danger.’ 
The people listening to Jesus still did not understand what he was saying, so he said to 
them, ‘I am just like the gate of the sheepfold. All those who went before me were 
thieves and robbers who wanted to lead the sheep astray, but the sheep did not listen to 
them. I am not like a thief who comes to steal and kill and destroy. I am the gate: 
whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. I came 
that the sheep might have a full and happy life.’ 
 
Glossary 
Sheepfold: an enclosure in a field to keep sheep safe from wild animals and thieves; 
first century Middle Eastern sheepfolds were made of stone. 

 
Time to think and talk about the story 
 
Please feel free to choose as much or as little as it suits you from the suggestions below 
to think together about the story. 
 
Wonder together: I wonder what was your favourite part of that 
passage/story? I wonder which part surprised or puzzled you? I wonder what it 
tells us about God? I wonder how it helps us to live as Christians? 
 
Draw or sculpt: Use paper and pens, modelling dough, Lego or pipe cleaners to 
respond to the passage or story. Share with each other something about your 
drawing or model. 
 
Bring something to the circle: Look around where you have gathered and find 
something to bring to the circle that helps you think more about what you 
have heard. Share why you chose that object. 
 

Time to pray 
 
Mind map prayers 
Place a large sheet of paper in the middle of the room. Create a mind-map as a group, 
using the following questions: 

- What do you want to thank God for? 
- What would each of you like prayer for? 
- What people you know do you want to pray for? 
- What do you want to pray for our city, our country and our world? 

 
Pray together as works best for you as a family. If you like you could keep the mind 
map to use it for praying together throughout the coming week. 
 

Time to sing 
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If you would like to sing the hymn along to a video with the lyrics, here is the link:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pN4tPkX0MG0 
 
The Lord’s my Shepherd 
 
The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; 
He makes me lie in pastures green. 
He leads me by the still, still waters, 
His goodness restores my soul. 
 
And I will trust in You alone, 
And I will trust in You alone, 
For Your endless mercy follows me, 
Your goodness will lead me home. 
 
He guides my ways in righteousness, 
And He anoints my head with oil, 
And my cup, it overflows with joy, 
I feast on His pure delights. 
 
And though I walk the darkest path, 
I will not fear the evil one, 
For You are with me, and Your rod and staff 
Are the comfort I need to know. 
 
Stuart Townend © CCL No, 527570 
 

 
A prayer to end with 
 
Abundant God, 
fill us up this week. 
When we are worried or happy, 
when we are with others or alone, 
when we feel tired, and 
when we feel most alive. 
Guide us home to you. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
© ROOTS for Churches Ltd (www.rootsontheweb.com) 2002-2020. 
Reproduced with permission 
 
‘Family Worship at Home’, compiled by Mary Hawes, material from which is included in this service, 
is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council  
 
A big thank you to Mary for giving us permission both to use her work  
and to make changes that suit this occasion and this context 


