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5th Sunday of Lent -  Sunday – 29 March 2020 

The Beginning of Passiontide 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
A few possibilities below for setting the scene for this time of 
prayer and reflection, but please, of course - do whatever works 
best for you. 
 
You might like to choose where to sit. A quiet place. Possibly a 
place by a window where you can see out. Most importantly, 
somewhere that lends itself to prayer. 
 
You might like to light a candle. 
 
The candle could be be a reminder of Jesus Christ's light and 
presence with you, and with all of us wherever we are. 
 
Or you might like simply to sit quietly before you begin, and to be 
aware of your breathing. 
 
If there is someone else living with you, who would like to join you, 
you might want to share out reading different parts of the service 
below. 
 
If you live by yourself, please remember that as you say your 
prayers today other members of the congregation are praying with 
you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We are united as the body of Jesus Christ, 
who is with us always until the end of the age. 
 
Let your ways be known upon earth, 
Your saving powers among the nations. 
 
The Collect for today: 
Most merciful God, 
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
we may triumph in the power of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Special Collect related to the Coronavirus (Covid-19) outbreak 
Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy 
in this time of uncertainty and distress. 
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



From the gospel reading for this Sunday (from John's Gospel, 
chapter 11) 
 
17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in 
the tomb for four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some 
two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 
home. 21Martha said to Jesus, 'Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will 
give you whatever you ask of him.' 23Jesus said to her, 'Your brother 
will rise again.' 24Martha said to him, 'I know that he will rise again 
in the resurrection on the last day.' 25Jesus said to her, 'I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they 
die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?' 27She said to him, 'Yes, Lord, I believe that 
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.' 
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, 
and told her privately, 'The Teacher is here and is calling for you.' 
29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now 
Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place 
where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the 
house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to 
weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she 
knelt at his feet and said to him, 'Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.' 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and 
the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed 
in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, 'Where have you laid him?' 
They said to him, 'Lord, come and see.' 35Jesus began to weep. 36So 
the Jews said, 'See how he loved him!' 37But some of them said, 
'Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?' 
38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a 
cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, 'Take away the 
stone.' Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 'Lord, 
already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.' 
40Jesus said to her, 'Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 
see the glory of God?' 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upwards and said, 'Father, I thank you for having heard me. 
42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of 
the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me.'43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 'Lazarus, 
come out!' 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, 



'Unbind him, and let him go.' 
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had 
seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
 
This is the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
You might want to take some time in silence to reflect on what you 
have read. 
 
If you read the passage in company, you might like to talk about 
what came to mind as you were reading. 
 
If you are praying on your own, you might like to write down some 
of your thoughts, or simply to sit quietly, and pray and meditate. 
 
 
 
Intercessions 
 
Suggestions for prayers today: 
 
- the things you are grateful for today and the things you struggle 
with 
 
- for people who are particularly on your mind 
 
- for all working withing the NHS, in shops and essential services 
 
- for all whose livelihood is threatened by the Coronavirus 
emergency measures 
 
- for wisdom and guidance for all world leaders in their decision 
making 
 
- for places all over the world that were in crisis already before 
Coronavirus, due to famine, war, or natural catastrophes 
 
- that, by God's grace, we may see light in the midst of darkness, 
and that this time at home may enrich our lives, rather than the 
opposite 
 
- for all those, especially those living alone, who are finding it 



 

really hard right now; that they might know your love for them, and 
the love of wider family and friends 
 
- for every member of the congregation at St John of Jerusalem, for 
the people of this part of East London, and for people around the 
world 
 
- for God's blessing on our lives today 
 
The Lord's Prayer 
 
Standing at the foot of the cross, let us pray with confidence as our 
Saviour has taught us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
The Conclusion 
 
May Christ, who bore our sins on the cross, 
set us free to serve him with joy. 
Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
This marks the end of the service. 

   

 


